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Th e Montara Water and Sani-
tary District (MWSD) in San 
Mateo County developed a 
basin plan to increase reliable 
groundwater supplies for cur-
rent and future use.  With LGA 
funds, MWSD: 1) established 
a network of four monitoring 
wells; 2) installed stream fl ow 
gauging equipment; 3) collect-
ed data to build a groundwa-
ter model and make compari-
sons to similar basin models; 

4) conducted public outreach 
eff orts; and 5) continued de-
velopment of a GWMP.

Water supply in the unincor-
porated communities of Mon-
tara and Moss Beach is pro-
vided by MWSD, which relies 
on local groundwater supplies.  
Th e MWSD extracts about 60 
% of its water from three wells 
located southwest of Highway 
1, in the San Vicente, Den-
niston, and Half Moon Bay 
Airport Groundwater Sub-
basins.  Th e remaining 40 % 
of the MWSD’s water use is 
supplied from six wells and a 
surface water diversion in the 
Montara Creek watershed.  
Th e northernmost supply well 
has levels of nitrate that peri-
odically exceed drinking water 
quality standards.  

Th e MWSD installed and 
tested fi ve wells in areas that 
were previously unexplored 
for groundwater production.  
One high-yield well location 
was identifi ed.  A success-
ful fi ve-day pumping test was 
conducted that yielded high 
quality groundwater.  Mea-

surements of yield, drawdown, 
water quality, and tempera-
ture indicate that this well 
draws upon a large volume 
of fracture rock within Mon-
tara Mountain.  Th e well tests 
showed no evidence of hydro-
geologic barriers or boundaries 
that might restrict the volume 
of yield from the well, and no 
potential to induce seawater 
intrusion.  Th e reliability of 
this well will be established 
through its use over time. 
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